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ﬂear friends, |

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! We all have preconceived ideas
of what the Christmas season is “supposed” to look like; lights sparkling
from every home, cookies baking, children singing, good cheer and peace on
earth. Such is Christmas in our culture. As we begin to explore the Gospel of
Luke this month, we will discover that all of this has very little to do with
Advent. We will find that our Advent focus is not on all things calm, bright,
and cheery. Instead we will find that our Advent focus is on somewhat
unsettling things. In the Gospel of Luke we hear the cry that “the end is :
near.” We hear the call to “repent and be saved.” We hear the message that '
“God scatters the proud and lifts up the humble.” Not our typical happy
Christmas refrains. : E

As we explore these Scripture texts in worship this Advent season, our
goal is not to deny the genuine good news of Christmas, but to enhance it.
For the good news to be truly good, we need to understand that it comes to
a world that does not stop being harsh, evil, and dark just because it is
Christmas. It is precisely the harsh, evil darkness of sin in the world that
reminds us of why our Savior needed to come in the first place. When we
hear these cries to be prepared and to repent, we can truly understand and
appreciate what Christmas really looks like.

Please join us each week as we explore the good news of Christmas
through the eyes of Luke.

it’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas?
November 29 Back to the Future Luke 21: 25-36
December 6 Highway to Heaven Luke 3: 1-6 and Isaiah 40: 1-11

December13  Whose Line Is It? Luke 3: 7-18
December 20 Rich Man-Poor Man Luke 1: 46-55

T look forward to seeing you there!
Blessings,
Pastor Breum
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