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Dear friends at Trinity,

The Season of Lent comes quickly in 2008. When the Season of Easter is determined, then the
date of Ash Wednesday is set as well, being seven weeks prior to Easter. This year Easter is
about as early as it can possibly be, March 23rd. Of course the reason for this early date is that
we have a very strange way of calculating when Easter is celebrated. Let me share the
calculation:

e
>

Easter is the first Sunday, after the first full
moon, after the vernal equinox.
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There has been “talk” in the world of Christendom (Eastern Orthodox and Western
Churches) to standardize the date of Easter, but this is a big issue and will take more meetings
than you or I would care to attend!

For you and me, the important thing to remember as we begin Lent on Ash Wednesday,
February 6th, is the meaning of this season in the Church Year. Lent is about the sacrificial
death of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Jesus died for you and for me to bring meaning, hope
and the promise of life eternal to us. For 40 days (6 plus weeks and Holy Week), we
concentrate on Jesus’ life, his teachings, mission and death.

All of us have different experiences about Lent: Our experiences range from a lifetime
history of observing Lent to not observing it at all. For some it is a fime to sacrifice and give
something up. The tradition is that because Jesus gave his life, we too should sacrifice
something and give it up for Lent. It is a practice that can be meaningful to our Lenten
experience, but not a requirement for all Christians.

My prayer for all of us that during the special services that will be held, as well as the
Sundays during the Season of Lent, we examine our relationship to Jesus Christ and
recommit ourselves to following the Christ who gave His all, that we may have “Life and
have it more abundantly!”

A blessed Lenten journey!

PEACE IN CHRIST!
The Rev. David P Lerseth
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